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“Prepare the Way of the Lord, Make his Paths Straight” (Luke 3:4hb)

As we enter the Thanksgiving/Christmas season, | feel it is time to join with John the Baptizer, “crying out in
the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.” (Luke 3:4b)

This is the time of year when we, as a society, have set aside to focus most intently upon being grateful for
what we have, and for celebrating the birth of our Savior. Well, to be more specific, Thanksgiving is set aside by our
society for giving thanks, and Christmas is set aside by the Church and co-opted by society. | guess there isn't as
much money to be made in gratitude; Christmas is much more profitable for the secular “god” of capitalism.

As a community of faith, | invite you to slow down and reflect upon how God has blessed you, and how you
can respond to God’s great gifts of love, sacrifice, hope, peace, joy... the list goes on.

| was at the dentist this week with Shannon. The hygienist asked Shannon what she is planning to be for
Halloween. | had missed this conversation and asked what Shannon had answered, since | had not yet asked. (Note-
Halloween is 9 days away as of this writing.) Her answer was that she is going to be a princess, using her dress up
clothes. She hasn’t decided if she’ll be pink or purple this year. | guess | wanted to explain myself as to how a “good
mother like me” could possibly be unaware of my daughter’s Halloween plans. | said that | think Halloween is fine,
but that | try not to make too big a deal out of it on principle, because our society goes way overboard. Example: our
nation will be spending an estimated $5-$6 BILLION dollars on Halloween this year. That is enough to feed LOTS of
hungry people.

The conversation with the hygienist then drifted to Christmas, and we talked about how much spending hap-
pens for this holiday. | mentioned that in our family, we give a lot of alternative gifts of giving to charity in the name of
an adult. Heifer project is one great way. (See Beth Ohline’s article for other ideas.) Get this: she had never heard of
this concept. She loved it. What a perfect gift idea for the person who has everything!

I know that in years past, | have challenged our church family to give alternative gifts and to remember it is
not your birthday, it is Jesus’ birthday. This year, the challenge is two-fold.

1. Remember it is Jesus’ birthday. Rather than indulging materialistic desires, focus on giving and shop-
ping in ways that bless him, especially gifts to charity in the name of people you love, and reducing over-
all consumption and gift giving.

2. When you are shopping and chatting with friends and acquaintances, take every opportunity to spread
the idea of alternative giving to others. Invite family to adopt this rather than buying each other gifts.
Share it with friends.

| believe that our witness as Christians during this season is an important one. In an age that with every
commercial the sermon is preached “you need more stuff to be happy’ how we shop, give, and consume is a vital
witness.

Happy Thanksgiving!

Striving to be Faithful,
Pastor Amy
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by Maura Kalafut

--m'“;’; Happy Thanksgiving!!
Pt

It's November. The hustle and bustle of the holiday
Season is upon us yet again. The stores have already
had about 3 months of displaying Christmas decora-
tions and such. But before all that begins, we need to
take a deep breath and be thankful for all the wonderful
things that make up our world.

The trees and flowers, sun and moon...and preschool-
ers. They see the world with their eyes wide open!
Ready to take in whatever God has to offer them....For
them | am thankful.

We are so fortunate to have such wonderful families as
a part of our preschool program. They are so very sup-
portive and thoughtful in their words and actions....For
them | am thankful.

For the teachers that ingtill the gift of love, kindness,
sharing and learning...For them | am thankful.

For the community, for being so positive about the pro-
gram that we have to offer...For them | am thankful.
And for God, for blessing us with all that is good...for
Him | am thankful.

During the month of November, the children will learn
about giving thanks, helping others, Thanksgiving and
celebrate at the end with an ice cream festival! They
will learn the letters Gg-li and the numbers 7-9. Aswe
have done in the past, we will be collecting non-
perishable food items to donate to the food pantry.
This year we will also be collecting hats and gloves to
donate to the homeless shelter for the upcoming winter
months.

The next few months will no doubt fly by, and no
sooner will we be welcoming a new year. The pre-
schoolers will be busy, busy, busy making, decorating
and singing to prepare for the Holiday season.

As dways, we appreciate your

prayers and donations to help

make this ministry a success. r

NB
Thankful for all blessings, ($

Maura Kalafut X .c'o
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The holiday season is just around the
& corner, do you dread thinking of a gift for
«: everyone on your list, or all the crowds and
qw rude holiday shoppers? | have the answer for
you Church World Service has ‘The Best Gift
¢ ‘catalog. For $15 you can give the gift of 10
' & Jerry Cans. African women and girls spend an
«‘* average of three hours each day fetching wa-
«\ ter; think how helpful a Jerry Can would be to
‘;“ transport clean water. Instead of spending $10
¢« on a box of chocolates why not spend that
= money on Oral Rehydration Therapy, a mixture
n“ of salt and sugar in clean water that can pre-
“ vent dehydration brought on by diarrhea- the
‘ *. cause of death for two million children a year in
& developing worlds. There are many other gift
‘;“ ideas in the catalog, a pair of rabbits for $10,
«~ 50 chicks for $25 or a water buffalo for $200

0‘ caII 1-800-297-1516 ext 222 Happy Hollday

«» Shopping!
%
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Daily Care Kits Ministry

Each month members of the Men’s Covenant Group
gather basic supplies for everyday life and package
them for folks who are in need. These packages are
lovingly referred to as Daily Care Kits. The kits are
then delivered to Margaret Holland who distributes
them to folks in need at the Community Kitchen Lunch
held every Friday at noon in Elkton. The supplies to
make about 10 kits each month are received through
donations or purchased from local stores. Each kit
contains:

Toilet Paper Foot Powder

Soap Chap Stick

Shampoo Underwear

Lotion Socks

Band-Aids Toothbrush

Q-Tips Toothpaste

Deodorant Sleeping Bag (as needed)

If you would like to support this ministry please drop
off any of these items at the church office marked
Daily Care Kits or contact Ray Yarnall @ (410) 398-
8003 or rayyarnall@gmail.com to help with Daily Care
Kit shopping, assembly, or delivery

{z

Chesapeake City
Ecumenical Association

Updates

Redner support through Sept., 2007 will be
$626.84. Based on projected numbers, we should
receive about $800 +/- for 2007 through the re-
bate program.

Food Pantry...distribution as of Sept. 2007 is 111
boxes. We have received over $400 in private do-
nations to replenish stock. On-going donations of
non-perishable food items is always appreciated.
Emergency Services: Over $9000.00 in financial
support has been provided within the community
of Ches. City & surrounding areas for rent, utility
payments, emergency shelter for homeless (1-3
nights @ local hotels during extreme cold), emer-
gency home repairs such as replacement of hot
water heaters; and prescription medications for
seniors.

Generation Station: Registered 89 students for
2006-2007 program and averaged 23-28 in atten-
dance daily; registrations are now open for 2007-
2008 year. Donations are requested to keep this
much needed program operating.

Bag of Hope...continues to provide groceries at
greatly reduced cost to an average of 80 house-
holds in Ches. City & surrounding area. Underwrit-
ing for annual dues to Delaware Food Bank pro-
vided through CCEA.

Watch for fund-raising efforts throughout 2008.
ART SHOW & PROGRESSIVE MEAL TO RE-
TURN JANUARY, 2009!!1!

Blessings to you and yours and always my deep-
est appreciation for your support and your dedica-
tion to the UMC churches...Deb

Stewardshi
Stewardship is a three-letter word, a four-letter

word and a five-letter word.

Joy ... The joy you feel from knowing that your
gifts of Time, Talent and Treasure are received by
other in the spirit in which you gave them.

Love ... The love that is returned to you from
others who feel the benefits of your stewardship.

Peace ... The peace that God gives you when
you know in your heart that you are doing his work.

—Marvin Cox



http://www.cwsbestgifts.org
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Methodist in mumbai

by Leah Barteld

| would like to begin by thanking all of you for your cards, thoughts, and prayers. They mean the world
to me. This past summer | decided to begin on what may well be the biggest adventure and challengein my life
thusfar, but | didn’t even know it. | enrolled in an intensive, one year long International MBA program through
Temple University. First stop on our international experience: India. | had always considered myself well trav-
eled and cultural, having lived abroad for a significant part of my life but | was not prepared for what adven-
tures would lay ahead for mein India.

| arrived in Mumbai (or Bombay) on August 1% anxious and more than alittle scared. This was the first
time | had traveled off halfway around the world by myself. | was picked up in a crowded and chaotic airport
(first prayer answered) and whisked away to the ladies hostel that would be my home for the next five months.
That night, | silently cried myself to sleep. The next morning | got up and started a countdown until home: 140
days.

Mumbai is acity of ailmost 15-18 million people (an accurate popul ation impossible to determine) in
only 169 square miles, and 50% of the population of the city livein sums. Cows, chickens, goats, donkeys, and
people freely roam the streets al hours of the night, and most use the street for all their cooking or hygienic
needs. Y ou can only imagine the sights and smells. If | had my way, | would have been on the next flight going
home. The sights were almost more than my heart and stomach could handle.

But thanksto alot of encouragement from family and friends and their confidence that | could get
through this, I am now beyond the halfway mark with only afew more weeksto go. My weekly cards from my
Mom often read with words of promise like “ God doesn’t make things easy, just possible.” And how true this
is! | am earning this life experience with literally my blood, sweat, and tears. For thefirst timein my life, | am
truly on my own and had to navigate and adapt to an entirely new and overwhelming culture (and my persistent
health problems and aversion to Indian cuisine has not hel ped matters). But that which doesn’t kill us, only
makes us stronger.

| think some of the most valuable lessons that | will take from this experience, besides using my limited
Hindi skillsto negotiate in the marketplace, isto count my blessings twice. Y ou never realize how much the
people in your life mean to you, or what a big part they play in your everyday life until you are without them.

Y ou never appreciate the simple creature comforts like having running water, electricity, a bed that is dightly
softer than a slab of concrete, and don’t forget daily hugs! As| travel through the erratic streets of Mumbai
there are sights that remind me of much you can have with so little. A little boy, covered in dust and grime
pushing histiny baby sister in a makeshift swing made out of old sari fabric, a dad living beneath an underpass
playing airplane with his little kid who giggles contagiously, or asmall child running around naked relishing in
his new toy, asmall cheap recycled valentine' s day bear. Many of the people here have nothing except their
spot on the sidewalk, atarp to cover them during monsoon season, a small pot to cook on, and each other. How
easy it isto forget the value and pure happiness of just being with loved ones, a universal happiness.

My adventures and stories of Indiawill be many: the scary, the sad, and the humorous. But what | hope
to gain most from this experience is the lifelong lesson to count your blessings twice. If you would care to keep
up with my adventures, please email me (Ibarteld@yahoo.com) and | would be happy to share my blog and pic-
tures of my adventures thus far!

Leah Barteld
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TOWN POINT ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL NOTES

October 9, 2007

Attendees: Dick Taylor, Doug Senn, Patti Davis,
Joanne Jones, Ursula Livesay, Carol Wieser, Jen
Dolde, Pastor Amy, Pam Dolde, Bertie Ferguson.

The meeting was called to order by Jen Dolde and
opening devotion of Matthew was read by Pastor Amy .

Pam made a motion to approve the minutes from last
meeting, 2™ by Joanne. All infavor.

Pastor’'s Report: Would like to encourage everyoneto
pray about which small group may appeal to them.
Also, Amy islooking for individuals willing to testify.
Homeless shelter will be helping again this year, please
contact Tom Duffy, Joyce Stansfield and Gary Cochran
(site supervisors). Amy also shared that we have again
been given the Stemple Grant of $15,000.00 which will
be shared between Generation Station, Homeless shel-
ter and Trinity Preschool.

Generation Station will be able to keep doors open this
year but next year isin question. Thereis early talk of
Gen. Station being housed in Near and Far in South
Chesapeake City.

Budget Report: The 2007 Town Point budget alo-
cated $6,000 for missions. At this time, Town Point
will earmark some money for contribution toward the
Homeless Shelter expenses and give $1200 to CCEA
(additional funds—if available—can be sent later). We
should also be able to send the full $800 to Marty and
Keith Franchois in Jordan. Meeting Ground would re-
ceive $500 and Kirk and Sarah Irwin at Campus Cru-
sade for Christ $500—a total of $3,000. The Council
voted to reimburse Mary Meadows $150 for the office
furniture which she was able to acquire for us at avery
good price.

Trustee Report: Dick shared that the new doors are
installed. There are just afew items that need tweaking
and Daniel will be coming to take care of them. Trus-
tees also voted to have al exterior doors painted. The
estimate is $600 for inside and outside - paint to be
supplied by the painter. This expenditure should be
approved by Admin because the amount is greater than
$500. Doors could be started by mid-October. Bertie
made a motion, 2™ by Ursula to approve the expendi-
ture. All in favor.

Tyler Downey has found a source to donate all concrete
materials and benches needed for the prayer labyrinth.
Tyler will be contacting Dick. At this point there is no
fall clean-up day scheduled.

Youth: Amy requested that we keep the new format of
youth - splitting middle school and high school - in
prayer because that is anew great step in faith.

New/Old Business:

Ursulareminded us that the time has come to create the
2008 budget. The holidays are fast approaching as is
charge conference. By next August we will have to
find a new janitor to replace Marta. We should also
create a job description to be available to use when
looking for Marta's replacement. Patti Blakeney sug-
gested that maybe some of our other teenagers might be
interested.

Trustees are also waiting for bids on a new sign for in
front of the building. The one at the end of Town Point
Road also needs attention but that is not as urgent as
the sign on the property.

Jen shared that the lay leadership committee is begin-
ning to fill the spaces with the suggested names. She
also stressed that the current members on the different
committees need to be contacted to let them know that
they are not being phased out but only reorganized.

Amy mentioned that our nominations need to be in
place so they can be voted on before Charge Confer-
ence December 6. We will keep November 15 as our
date and hope that the dots are filled for voting and
approval.

Bertie requested that someone new pick up the bulletins
on Fridays. Pam Dolde agreed to take that duty.

Fight truth decay; study the Bible daily.
—Anonymous

Never givethe devil aride. Hewill alwayswant to
drive.
—Bumper Sticker







